Specific immunotherapy with neuraminidase-modified leukemic cells: experimental and clinical trials.
The data presented establish the therapeutic effectiveness of immunotherapy with neuraminidase-treated allogeneic myeloblasts in combination with sustaining chemotherapy in patients with acute myelocytic leukemia. The in vivo and in vitro immunologic tests indicate normal immunocompetence in patients receiving immunotherapy versus control patients treated with chemotherapy alone. These findings correlate well with the improved duration of remission as the direct result of the immunotherapy.